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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COLOMBO 1078 

E.O. 11652N/A 

TAGS: OREP (CODEL IPU) 

SUB J : INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION: PLO OBSERVER STATUS 

1. LETTER SIGNED BY MAHMOUD FALLAHA, MEMBER OF 
PALESTINE NATIONAL COUNCIL (PNC), REQUESTS IPU 
COUNCIL TO CONSIDER PNC AS OBSERVER IN ACTIVITIES 
OF INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION. IN JUSTIFYING 
REQUEST, LETTER STATES PNC IS COMPOSED OF 187 
MEMBERS, CHOSEN EVERY FOUR YEARS TO REPRESTN 
ALL PALESTINIANS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, AND 
CONVENES ANNUALLY TO ADOPT GENERAL POLICY OF 
PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION. 

2. IPU EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REJECTED PROPOSAL, 
LARGELY ON GROUNDS IPU STATUTES PROVIDE OBSERVER 
STATUS ONLY FOR INTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS. 
HOWEVER, ON APRIL 5 IPU COUNCIL, AFTER EXTENDED AND 
AT TIMES HEATED DEBATE, OVERTURNED THIS 
RECOMMENDATION BY VOTE OF 53 TO 34 WITH 13 
ABSENTATIONS. 

VAN HOT J.F.N 
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